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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Students rejoice in the Milky Way, Calumet Waterworks 
beach (Photo by freshman Zach Smith). Our new FOCUS team (Andrew, 
Callaghan, Mitch and Colleen) on Bare Bluff, overlooking Bete Gris. Family Picnic 
to kick off Orientation Week. Morning Adoration. 



Whew! Is it already October?
I can’t believe how quickly the 
weeks have passed since our last 
newsletter! We’re already half-
way through the semester, and 
very soon it will be time for our 
Fall Campus Ministry Retreat. It 
has been a beautiful start to the 
year—from our Family Picnic to 
welcome the new students, to 
our Family Weekend Masses and 
Brunch—it has been exhilarat-
ing and exhausting and joyful to 
have so much student participa-
tion. Our student leaders who 
have been formed for the last 
two years now by our FOCUS mis-
sionaries are really demonstrating 
their capacity for outreach. It has 
been very satisfying to observe 
them consistently reaching out 
to new students to welcome and 
invite them! We also seem to have 
turned the corner in building the 
women’s side of our outreach 
here at St. Al’s.  Unlike most cam-
pus ministries, we have had to be 
intentional about this given our 
overwhelming majority of young 
men. Ten young women are living 
together in a Catholic Women’s 
House that they have organized, 
and that seems to have given us 
some new momentum. One excit-
ing aspect of this for me (I am also 
our diocesan Vocations Director) 
has been having a number of our 
young women express an interest 
in discerning women’s religious 
life! Maybe they will follow Sr. The-
resa Marie’s footsteps!

THANK YOU  to all who participated in our first Matching Gift Collection 
August 21-28. A group of generous families pledged to match up to $10,000 
in donations and pledges during that time, and $20,938 came in for a total of 
$30,938 raised!

Dan and Bonnie Shamblin, alumni from the classes of ’72 and ’73, provided a 
portion of the $10,000 match. “We decided to provide the matching gift because 
St Al’s was a very fond memory in our lives,” they said. “We both wanted to con-
tribute so that St Al’s can carry on the work, so others can have the opportunity to 
experience what we experienced in our college spiritual lives. We are very pleased 
about the campaign results and urge others to participate in future campaigns.”

HAVE AN INTEREST IN PROVIDING FUTURE MATCHING GIFTS? 

Contact Rhen Hoehn, (906) 482-5530 or rhen@mtucatholic.org, for more details.

CONSIDER JOINING THE LIVING FAITH SOCIETY TODAY!

If you were not able to participate in the matching collection but would like to 
support St. Al’s, consider joining the Living Faith Society by signing up to make a 
recurring monthly donation via our website at www.mtucatholic.org/give

Stewardship Update
PA S T O R ’ S 
N O T E

Fr Ben
HA S S E

Sister Michael White served as Pastoral Associ-
ate at St. Al's between 1979 and 1981. She passed 
away September 22, in St. Louis, Missouri. She 
was 92.  Sr. White was a member of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet for over 70 years!

Fr. Thomas Wantland, the pastor of St. Al’s dur-
ing her tenure, says, “She brought the gift of her 
feminine touch and team ministry, and her abil-
ity to 'roll with the punches' in a predominantly 
male environment at St. Al’s. She was such an important collaborator in develop-
ing our spiritual renewal retreats. God bless her.”

For a full obituary visit www.mtucatholic.org/news/SisterMichaelWhite

In Memoriam
S I S T E R  M I C H A E L  W H I T E



SISTER THERESA MARIE MOORE, PVMI

Sr. Theresa Marie Moore’s life changed af-
ter hearing the vocation story of a religious 
sister who had been an electrical engineer. 
She said to herself, “Whoa, you could be an 
engineer and then a sister? That’s really cool! 
That is when I started being open to a voca-
tion to the religious life.”

Sr. Theresa Marie, a 2001 Michigan Tech and St. Al’s alumna, was active at St. 
Al’s in the music ministry, as a lector, and as part of the Respect Life Council and 
other small groups. She worked in civil engineering for almost ten years.

The vocation took time to discern. “I assumed that if God wanted me to be a sister, 
He would hit me over the head with it, but it actually took some time to see that.”

She made her first temporary vows in 2013, and renewed them in 2015. She will 
likely spend two or three more years in temporary vows before making final vows.

Her advice to anybody discerning a vocation? “Daily prayer is very important. 
Make it the first thing you put in your schedule every day so that it does not get 
pushed out by a busy schedule.”

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PARISH VISITORS OF MARY IMMACULATE?

Visit them online www.ParishVisitorSisters.org, call (845) 783-2251 or email 
marycrest@frontiernet.net 

To read more of Sr. Theresa’s story see the full version at www.mtucatholic.org/
SisterTheresaMarie

S T.  A L ' S  V O C AT I O N

At St. Al’s I have had the honor of 
accompanying people interested 
in the Catholic Church through 
the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults). In Fall 2011, I had a 
Korean instructor, Hana, approach 
me to be confirmed and to have 
her marriage to her husband, 
Chaoli, a professor from China, 
convalidated. The convalidation 
was a true celebration and they 
were recipients of a prayer blan-
ket made especially for them. 

I had invited Hana to have Chaoli 
accompany her to the RCIA ses-
sions. When it came time in Janu-
ary to state their intentions, to 
our surprise Chaoli shared that he 
also wished to become Catholic. 
Chaoli was fully initiated into the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil, 
and they were both confirmed.

Just about a year later, Chaoli and 
Hana had fraternal twins, Leo and 
Lina. They were born during a 
snowstorm and baptized in early 
summer at St. Al’s, also receiving 
prayer shawls for their baptisms.

Chaoli and Hana have since 
moved on and are now teaching 
at Notre Dame University, and I 
am sure they are gifts to that faith 
community.

Sister
E L L E N

Alumni Reunion
Fr. Thomas Wantland, 
pastor of St. Al’s from 
1975-1984, plans to be in 

attendance. More information at
mtucatholic.org/alumni

DEC

29

Mark Your Calendar!
Gathering at GLI 
Tournament in Detroit 
More information to come

FEB

10
Winter Carnival & Ice Mass
2nd Annual Ice Mass, 5:30pm 
(snow chapel built by students)

AUG

3-6



When Husam Sweidan moved here from Jordan the biggest difference he noted was 
not so much the culture—it was the coffee and donut socials after Mass at St. Al’s!

Husam, who just started the fourth year of his doctorate program in electrical and 
computer engineering, moved to Houghton in 2013 from Irbid, Jordan, after apply-
ing to several U.S. colleges and getting accepted at Michigan Tech.

“There is no official social after Mass in Jordan, maybe just going to get coffee somewhere,” says Husam, also noting that, 
“There was not very much culture shock coming here because things like movies and 
songs bring American culture over to Jordan.”

Husam grew up in an Eastern Rite, the Melkite Catholic Church, in Jordan, a country 
which is more than 90 percent Muslim. He went through a mix of Catholic and public 
schools growing up, and then completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Jordan. 

When Husam arrived at Tech he wanted to get involved in a parish right away. He recalls 
being personally welcomed by students at St. Al’s during orientation week, and it didn’t 
take him long to become an altar server. Now, Husam is the head altar server at St. Al’s 
and is involved with various initiatives through FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students, FOCUS.org).

After finishing his doctorate? “I hope to find a job, probably in the U.S., and hopefully in 
the teaching field.”

Husam Sweidan
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. AL'S MEMORY OR PHOTO TO SHARE? 
Email it to rhen@mtucatholic.org and it may be 
featured in a newsletter or website article!

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG for more 
pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address


